
At a country-house party, one guest has perfected a procedure 
to teach animals how to talk and demonstrates on the host’s 

cat, Tobermory. The guests soon discover that animals are not 
as oblivious as they once thought, and could pose a serious 

threat to their social lives. 

Tobermory is another witty tale by Saki that shows us the 
hypocrsies of life, particulalrly in Edwardian society. Like in 

many of his other short stories, he shows us these flaw in his 
mischievous macabre style, with moments of hilarity. 

“Hauntingly hilarious. “
--The Washington Post

“This will make you think. “
--The New York Times

The tale of Tobermory, although a 
tragic one, is very reflective of the 
kind of society we live in. We are 
introduced to an array of characters 
that are silhouettes of people we see 
in our daily lives. 

A potentially predictable story that 
Saki weaves into a witty delight. You 
can read it as a moral tale mocking 
Victorian hypocrisy, admiration 
of feline intelligence, a warning 
about the danger of knowledge, 
anticipation of the consequences 
of our surveillance society, simple 
karma, or just an enjoyable little 
fantasy. Mr Cornelius Appin’s “homely 
negative personality” is proving a bit 
of a disappointment to his hostess 
and her guests, until he declares that 
after seventeen futile years trying 
to teach animals to talk, he has 
finally found success, after recently 
switching to felines.
Cats have nine lives (“but only 
one liver”), sharp eyes, ears, and 
intelligence, as well as being able 
to tip-paw all over the place, 
unremarked. Tobermory knows 
everyone’s secrets, from whispered 
insults, to illicit affairs, and dodgy 
scams, and he rather enjoys sharing 
them, watching people squirm. 
Any affection for Appin or Tobermory 
rapidly evaporates.
Saki has a couple of little twists for 
the end.
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“A seemingly simple tale of cat-
mouse game. “
--The Washington Post

“Utterly wicked, completely brilliant.“
--The New York Times

Sredni Vashtar shows us the result 
of what happens when a child is 
not allowed to fully express himself 
and feels suffocated by the many 
restrictions put on him. In this case, 
the young boy, Conradin, finds that 
the only joy he gets is when he is in 
the shed with his two animal friends. 

Conradin’s unspecified diagnosis 
seems more of an excuse for 
“coddling restrictions and drawn-
out dullness” than the physical 
limitations imposed by Colin’s 
condition. And because Conradin is a 
child of Saki’s mind, he’s wily, and out 
to outsmart the elders, who are not, 
to his bright mind, his betters.
He finds small but significant ways to 
rebel against “the Woman” (actually 
his cousin). Their antipathy is mutual. 
She takes him to church each week, 
in what may be his only outings.
He keeps secrets.
He keeps things.
He acquires a pet and, although 
“dreadfully afraid of it”, he worships 
it - literally.
And then he prays to it to “do one 
thing for me”. That thing is not stated. 
It doesn’t need to be.
Should he be careful of what he 
wishes for? Saki’s brilliance here is a 
climax that happens in the shadows, 
but that shines a bright light on the 
true nature of Conradin.

Conradin is a ten year old boy who is not expected to live 
another five years. When his guardian and cousin Mrs. de Ropp 
poses many, unnecessary restrictions on him, the only solace 

this intensely lonely boy can find are in his imagination and 
the garden shed.

Sredni Vashtar is the story of a sickly boy bound to his large 
home with no outlets for his creativity and boredom. An early 

example of psychological horror, it shows us what happens 
when a child is pushed into a corner by having too many 

restrictions placed on him, and being unable to express his 
emotions and needs. 
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H.H. Munro
Hector Hugh Munro, also known as 
H.H. Munro and his pen name “Saki”, 
was a British writer known for his 
mischeivous and satirical stories 
focussed on Edwardian society. 
He is often considered the master 
of the short story by scholars and 
academics. He was born in British 
Burma where his father was an 
Inspector General. After his mother’s 
death, he was raised in England by 
his strict, puritanical aunts, who are 
often considered the ihnspiration 
for some of his characters. He 
started his career as a journalist for 
newspapers, and then published his 
first book The Rise of the Russian 
Empire, which was a historical study. 
It was while writing this book that 
he wrote his first short story, which 
pushed him into the world of political 
satire. He was killed in the First World 
War at the age of 43. 
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H.H. Munro
Hector Hugh Munro, also known as 
H.H. Munro and his pen name “Saki”, 
was a British writer known for his 
mischeivous and satirical stories 
focussed on Edwardian society. 
He is often considered the master 
of the short story by scholars and 
academics. He was born in British 
Burma where his father was an 
Inspector General. After his mother’s 
death, he was raised in England by 
his strict, puritanical aunts, who are 
often considered the ihnspiration 
for some of his characters. He 
started his career as a journalist for 
newspapers, and then published his 
first book The Rise of the Russian 
Empire, which was a historical study. 
It was while writing this book that 
he wrote his first short story, which 
pushed him into the worl of political 
satire. He was killed in the First World 
War at the age of 43. 

This is a classic short story about a child who is far too clever 
for adults. Specifically, it is about the michievous Nicholas 

who seeks to outwite his aunt to gain access to the lumber 
room and its many hidden treasures. 

The Lumber Room is an entertaining story that shows us not 
only the nature of obedience, but also the limited adult view of 
the world when contrasted with a chiild’s more expansive and 

imaginative outlook. 

“The depiction of an intelligent child is 
priceless and the portrait of the punitive 
aunt is instructive.  “
--The Washington Post

“Saki is a master. It is almost needless to say 
after reading this story. “

--The New York Times

The Lumber Room is another witty 
short story by H.H. Munro that tells 
the tale of a young boy named 
Nicholas. He is one in a series of the 
authors young heroes, set out to 
outwit those who seem to only want 
to make his life miserable. It shows 
how grown-ups often overlook 
children and their intelligence. The 
the author has succeeded in writing 
as a child may think and see the 
world.

As in the works of Shakespeare 
where the truth is often spoken 
out from the mouth of an innocent 
child,so does it go here where the 
boy could successfully challenge 
the established authority of adults.
The story was virtually inconceivable 
to take place in a different culture 
otherwise, and it is this spirit of 
equality disregarding discrimination 
of age or the alike that has made the 
flower of democracy to blossom.
Additionally, the reverse of weight 
between the boy and the aunt could 
be taken metaphorically, suggestive 
of the inexorable disintegration 
of traditional family bond as new 
ethics and values sprouted. The 
boy never helped his aunt out. The 
aunt, surprisingly, did not blame 
his nephew afterwards. As the 
conflict seemingly settled, the 
story never ended but left an air of 
embarrassment and the the question 
of proper education lingering on.
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